Kelsey Langland
VA SOL - STANDARD 8.4 (READING)
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Kahoot - Kahoot is a fun, interactive web-based application that helps engage students in lessons. This application is an exciting way to create and share content with students through the utilization of a game. Students can work in groups or on their own with this application. Kahoot allows for scoring and time limits that encourage healthy competition amongst students. Kahoot is universal, so you teachers can create a game for any and all subjects and topics. Kahoot also allows teachers to utilize games that other users already created.

Kahoot can be used as a way to review material leading up to SOLs or other exams. Alessandra King (2017), for instance, uses Kahoot “as formative assessment, to practice skills and increase their retention, and especially to review before quizzes and tests” (p. 36). SOL season can be a stressful time for both students and teachers. They feel the pressure from their schools to achieve high scores for their class. Through the use of Kahoot, teachers can review over information from the semester or school year. Kahoot can encourage students to get more engaged at the end of the year.

Nearpod - Nearpod allows teachers to share presentations with students in an engaging and interactive manner. This application allows students to either work at the pace of the class or at their own pace. The pin for a Nearpod presentation can be shared in an email, on a social media platform, by link, and/or on Google Classroom. Student answers to each interactive activity can be viewed as the class progresses through the lesson. Additionally, student answers can be shared with the class. Through the usage of Nearpod, teachers can share multimedia with their classes.

Nearpod can be used for subjects that require more writing or work, like Math or English. Students can solve Math equations, and their teachers can see where they went wrong on problems. On the contrary, teachers can display correct answers to the class and possible show the class a new way to explain a problem, with the student’s work. For English, students can practice parallel structure and writing. Nearpod allows teachers to compare and contrast student answers. Furthermore, as Perez (2017) points out, the utilization of Nearpod can “boost student engagement, promote collaborative experiences, assess student comprehension, and allow the freedom to create active classroom alternatives to the lecture-only format of yesteryear” (p. 108). In essence, Nearpod is an application that can help engage more students in classroom activities than the tradition style of teaching.

Plickers - With Plickers, teachers can create different folders for their presentations. Plickers allows teachers to assign different cards to each student. This is beneficial for classes that do not have access to technology for every student. However, cards must be printed for the class. Furthermore, teachers can look at reports to view how students do as individuals or on individual questions. Teachers utilize their phones to scan student cards like a QR code to receive their answers to each question. Different questions can be assigned to each class.

Plickers can be utilized in place of some examinations. This can help to save money on paper and pencils because teachers can reuse cards. Furthermore, teachers can offer incentives and reward students who perform well. This is a fun, interactive way to engage students in classes more. Not only is it fun and interactive, but Plickers is a simple tool that allows teachers to compare student answers and scores. Smith and Mader (2015) emphasize that Plickers can “provide the data teachers need to monitor and adjust their teaching according to current student knowledge” (p. 10). By utilizing Plickers, teachers can have easy access to see what material they need to reteach or re-explain. 
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Kahoot Link: https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/27273d38-76d2-4f46-8e7f-ae148c0d6c8f
Questions & Answers:
1) “You are as wise as an owl.” What type of figurative language is this sentence?
a) metaphor
b) simile
c) personification
d) hyperbole
2) Complete the analogy. (Hint: antonym relationship) tall: short; black: 
a) cat
b) orange
c) white
d) short
3) Which one of these is a POSITIVE connotation for the word “old”?
a) elderly
b) ancient
c) decrepit
d) stale
4) Which of the following uses of “point” means “the tip or the end”?
a) None of them
b) It is rude for you to point at other people.
c) Susan, you make a good point.
d) The pencil’s point is extremely sharp.
5) If we know that “mono-” means “one, only, single” and “-phobia” means “fear of”, what is the meaning of “monophobia”?
a) The fear of numbers
b) The fear of being alone
c) The fear of people
d) The fear of water
6) Which one of these is a NEGATIVE connotation for the word “skinny”?
a) thin
b) scrawny
c) slim
d) slender
7) Complete the analogy. (Hint: purpose relationship) pencil: write; book:
a) paper
b) throw
c) tear
d) read
8) “I haven’t seen you in a million years.” What type of figurative language is this sentence?
a) hyperbole
b) symbol
c) simile
d) metaphor
9) Which of the following uses of “bark” means “the sound a dog makes”?
a) They removed the bark from the tree.
b) Yogi likes to scratch his back on the bark.
c) My dog, Lucky, likes to bark at the mailman.
d) None of them
10) If we know that “-ology” means “the study of”, what is “bacteriology” most likely the study of?
a) The study of bacteria
b) The study of climate
c) The study of organs
d) The study of backs

Synopsis: 
As a future educator, I plan to utilize Kahoot for a variety of lessons. Specifically, for the Virginia Department of Education’s (2010) VA SOL Standard 8.4 in Reading, I would incorporate a Kahoot quiz in a lesson (p. 7-9). Asking a series of questions, I would like to use Kahoot to test my students’ knowledge of word origins, analogies, and figurative language (Virginia Department of Education, 2010, p. 7-9). This quiz is a fun way to engage my students and test to see which questions and topics I would need to reteach or rediscuss. 

This experience would be rewarding because I could get more students involved in the lesson and test the class’ knowledge and understanding as a whole. On the contrary, it would be challenging for me to cover all subject matters under this standard. However, I could utilize other applications like Nearpod and Plickers to teach any additional material. In the future, I might try to create multiple different testing options. Overall, utilizing other applications alongside Kahoot would help my class to better learn the material.
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STANDARD 8.4 STRAND: READING GRADE LEVEL 8

8.4 The student will apply knowledge of word origins, analogies, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development within

authentic texts.

a) Identify and analyze an author’s use of figurative language.

b) Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meaning and differentiate among multiple meanings of words and
phrases.

¢) Use roots, affixes, cognates, synonyms, and antonyms to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and technical
vocabulary.

d) Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to determine definition, pronunciation, etymology, spelling, and usage of words.

¢) Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotatio

f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary through speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD ESSENTIAL

(Teacher Notes) UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

The intent of this standard is that students will | Al students should
become independent leamers of vocabulary by
choosing from a variety of strategies to
determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words. recognize that words have recognize the relationships among words related by structure and

Studnts will e cxposed o s, ncluing | P olmemne derivaton, such as polygraph and g

prefixes and suffixes, roots, derivations, and distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar
technical), which help

inflections of polysyllabic words and denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectfl, polite, diplomatic,

understand that words with similar parts may be condescending), recognizing that some words have technical meanings

related to each other in meaning and origin. based on context such as stern.

To be successful with this standard, students are expected to

use word structure to analyze | use common roots to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and make
and relate words. connections with word families (e.g..-phobia, and -ology).

determine the appropriate
meaning.

determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are
used in a text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings;

Teachers should use a study of cognates, words
from the same linguistic family, to enhance
Vocabulary instruction. Cognates can occur
within the same language or across languages, metaphor — figure of speech that implies comparisons:

e.g. night (English), nuit (French), Nacht personification — figure of speech that applies human characteristics to
(German), nacht (Dutch), nicht (Scots), natt analyze the impact of specific nonhuman objects;

(Swedish, Norwegian), nat (Danish), raat word choices on meaning and
(Urdu), ndt (Faroese), ndit (Icelandic), noc tone, including analogies to
(Czech, Slovak, Polish). other texts.

understand, evaluate, and use figurative language, including:
©  simile - figure of speech that uses the words like or as to make
comparisons;

hyperbole - intentionally exaggerated figure of speech; and
symbol - word or object that represents something else. For example,
a dove stands for peace.

Students will evaluate the use of figurative recognize that figurative
language and analogies in text. language and analogies enrich

fext
Students will use context and connotations to e

help determine the meaning of synonymous
words and appreciate an author’s choices of
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STANDARD 8.4 STRAND: READING GRADE LEVEL 8

8.4 The student will apply knowledge of word origins, analogies, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development within

authentic texts.

a) Identify and analyze an author’s use of figurative language.

b) Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meaning and differentiate among multiple meanings of words and
phrases.

¢) Use roots, affixes, cognates, synonyms, and antonyms to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and technical
vocabulary.

d) Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to determine definition, pronunciation, etymology, spelling, and usage of words.

¢) Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotatio

f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary through speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD ESSENTIAL
(Teacher Notes) UNDERSTANDINGS

Words and images.

ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

To be successful with this standard, students are expected to

« analyze relationships common to analogy construction, including:
type or example - cinnamon: spice;
characteristics — glass: breakable;
association — bow: arrow;

operator — car: driver;

degree - pleased: ecstatic;
mathematical — three: six;

number — louse: lice;

synonyms and antonyms — hot: cold;
purpose — chair: sit;

cause/effect — sun: burn;

sequence — day: week;

characteristic — snow: cold;

product - tree: lumber; and

degree - warm: hot.

o consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine/clarify
meaning.

«  recognize that synonyms may have connotations, e.g.. elderly and mature;
youthful and juvenile and describe the impact on text.

o use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or

English Standards of Learning Curriculum Framework 2010: Grade Eight page 8
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ARD 8.4 STRA! READING GRADE LEVEL 8

The student will apply knowledge of word origins, analogies, and figurative language to extend vocabulary development within

authentic texts.

a) Identify and analyze an author’s use of figurative language.

b) Use context, structure, and connotations to determine meaning and differentiate among multiple meanings of words and
phrases.

¢) Use roots, affixes, cognates, synonyms, and antonyms to determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and technical
vocabulary.

d) Use dictionaries, thesauruses, and glossaries to determine definition, pronunciation, etymology, spelling, and usage of words.

¢) Discriminate between connotative and denotative meanings and interpret the connotation.

f) Extend general and specialized vocabulary through speaking, listening, reading, and writing.

UNDERSTANDING THE STANDARD ESSENTIAL
(Teaches Notes) UNDERSTANDINGS ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, AND PROCESSES

phrasc.

o useboth context and reference skills independently to determine the
nuances and connotations of words.
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