
	Teacher Education Lesson Plan Template

	Teacher: Mrs. Kelsey Hayes
	Date: 10/1/2020

	Title of Lesson: Theme
	Grade: 8th 


	Core Components

	Subject, Content Area, or Topic
Theme & The Development of Theme to Communicate Understanding


	Virginia Essential Knowledge and Skills (SOL)

8.5 The student will read and analyze a variety of fictional texts, literary nonfiction, poetry, and drama (VA SOL English 8.5).
     a) Analyze how authors’ development of characters, conflict, point of view, voice, and tone convey meaning.

     c) Explain the development of the theme(s).
     d) Explain the use of symbols and figurative language.

     f) Identify and analyze characteristics within a variety of genres.

     g) Compare/contrast details in literary and informational nonfiction texts.



	Lesson objectives
· TSW define theme.

· TSW explain how theme develops in general and specifically in their class readings.

	Materials/Resources
· “Theme” Google Slides presentation

· SMARTboard

· Paper 

· Pencils 

· Teacher laptop

· “Teaching Theme with Songs” video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3PJkPsW8_M&ab_channel=KristinSessler
· 1 class copy of “The Giving Tree”

· KWL charts (class set)

· Printer paper

· Colored pencils

· 3-2-1 exit slip (class set)

	Safety (if applicable)
There are not any safety concerns within this lesson as most of the concerns are addressed in the classroom management issues section.


	Time

(min.)
	Process Components

	7 mins.
	*Anticipatory Set
TTW have two Warm-Up questions on the board (on Google Slides presentation) for students to answer on a blank piece of paper.
Questions:
1. What is theme? 

2. How does theme develop?

3. What are some of the themes in “Flowers for Algernon”?

 
After a few minutes, TTW have students share their answers to the above questions and will provide a class definition of theme while also providing a list of some of the themes in “Flowers for Algernon.
“Theme is the central topic, subject, or message within a narrative; it’s a story’s underlying message, or ‘big idea’. In ‘Flowers for Algernon’, specifically, Daniel Keyes has a variety of themes that develop throughout this story such as the tension between intellect and emotion, intelligence vs. wisdom and morality, and the tragic hero.”

	1-2 mins.
	*State the Objectives (grade-level terms). The student should be able to say:
I can… define theme. 

I can… identify the theme in a work of literature.
I can… explain how theme develops, specifically in our class readings.

	7 mins.
	*Instructional Input or Procedure 
“We are going to watch a few minutes of this video that teaches theme through music. Think about the theme(s) of each song while listening to this video. Remember that the theme is the message of the song. Take out a piece of paper and write down as many of the themes as you can think of for each song.”
TTW play the “Teaching Theme with Songs” video for students (0:50-3:55):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3PJkPsW8_M&ab_channel=KristinSessler
At the end of the video, TTW ask students what they wrote down on their paper to check for understanding. 
“What is the theme of song #1: Let it Go? What about song #2: Hakuna Matata? How about for song #3: Happy? Lastly, what is the theme(s) for song #4: You’ve Got a Friend in Me?”
TTW go over any of the themes the students missed and will explain how the themes help them understand the writers’ overall messages of their songs.

	5-7 mins.
	*Modeling

TTW explain to students that in order to identify theme they must first learn how to differentiate between theme and main idea.
“As we have already discussed, the theme is the central message of a story. However, this is not the same thing as a story’s main idea. How can we tell the difference between these two? The theme is the moral, lesson, or message, whereas the main idea tells what a story is mostly about (like a one sentence summary).”
TTW create a few different examples differentiating between theme and main idea. TTW display the examples one at a time on the SMARTboard using cartoon strips to depict the examples.
Examples:
1. Caitlyn always got in trouble in Mr. Marco’s class and made excuses for it. (main idea) vs. Actions speak louder than words (theme)

a. Marissa and Kim are very different, but they are still best friends. (main idea) vs. It’s okay to be different (theme)

a. Travis and Cody wanted to go to a concert this weekend, but they decided to stay home and take care of Cody’s sick grandma instead. (main idea) vs. Be compassionate (theme)

a. The Virginia Beach Middle School basketball team won the game when they all worked together. (main idea) vs. Teamwork (theme)

	3-5 mins.
	*Check for Understanding
(Scale on Google Slides presentation)
Scale:
1. I am completely lost and have no clue what’s going on.

2. I kind of understand what theme is, but I need some more practice/assistance.

3. I have a pretty good understanding of what theme is and am ready to start applying it to our class readings.

4. I have an excellent understanding of theme and can explain it to a confused classmate.

TTW have the students stand up (to get the blood flowing plus an opportunity to stretch) while she explains the “Check for Understanding” scale to students. The students will hold up a 1, 2, 3, or 4 to explain where they feel like they are at.

	20-25 mins.
	*Guided Practice

TTW perform an activity with “The Giving Tree” by Shel Silverstein with the students.
TTW have a couple of students pass out KWL charts for the students to complete alongside this teacher-student activity.
TTW have students begin by writing what they already know about the story, whether that is in general or in relation to the themes of “The Giving Tree” specifically. TTW also have students write what they want to know about the story or what they wish to understand better.
TTW begin reading “The Giving Tree”, stopping every few pages to check for understanding. TTW ask students to identify some of the themes along the way as they read. Answers earlier on may be “friendship” or “love for one another”, whereas later on the students might start to notice the themes developing into themes of “sacrifice” or “happiness”.
Upon completion of the story, TTW ask students to write what they learned in the third column of their KWL chart, having them address certain themes they discovered by the end.
TSW share with the teacher the different themes that the story began with and how those developed throughout the story. The teacher can provide some examples if the students are having a difficult time.

	20 mins.
	*Independent Practice 
TSW be split into groups according to their learning interests. Groups will have no more than 3-4 students, so some groups may have duplicate interests and others may only have 3 members.
TSW work in groups to identify the themes in “Flowers for Algernon” and how they develop throughout the story.
TSW have a choice based on the interest group they decided on:
1. Crafty Comics: The comic group will work together to create a comic strip that explains/represents the theme(s) and how they develop in “Flowers for Algernon”. TSW identify at least 2 themes whether that is explicitly through their comic strip or implicitly through representation. TSW then present this to the class in a few minute presentation, explaining what they discovered.

2. Act It Out: The actors group will work together to come up with a short 2-3 minute skit that explains/represents the theme(s) and how they develop in the story. TSW identify at least 2 themes and how they develop through their skit and present this to the class.

3. Image-Bearers: The image group will work together to draw a graphical representation (a picture or collage) of the theme(s) and how they develop. Just like all of the other groups, these students must identify at least 2 themes and how they develop and present their findings to the class.

4. Awesome Authors: The writing group will work together to write out 2-3 paragraphs identifying their 2+ themes and how they develop in “Flowers for Algernon”. They will also present their findings to the class.

Every group must include at least 2 of the story’s themes and explain their development throughout the work. Every group will present their interest group’s product to the class in a brief presentation (2-3 minutes).

	15-20 mins.
	Assessment (formal or informal)
TTW assess students’ understanding of theme and its development in “Flowers for Algernon” through the students’ brief 2-3 minute group presentations.
TSW receive a small presentation grade for this assignment.

	2-3 mins.
	*Closure 

TSW complete a 3-2-1 exit slip before leaving the classroom.
· 3 things I learned about theme and how it develops

· 2 themes in “Flowers for Algernon”

· 1 question I still have

	Differentiation Strategies (enrichment, accommodations, remediation, or by learning style). 
Advanced learners: will provide at least 2-3 pieces of textual evidence supporting their choices of themes in “Flowers for Algernon” during the independent practice and will provide this evidence to the class during their presentations.
Struggling learners: TTW walk around during the independent practice and help struggling learners to find the themes in the story. TTW provide extra assistance to those who need it, but struggling learners must work together with their group to find textual evidence of the themes that the teacher helps them identify.
Accommodations: TTW put students with accommodations in groups with higher-level learners, so they can have extra assistance from their peers. TTW still try to aim to put students in their first or second choice for interest groups. For students who may be overwhelmed by the group size, I can have them work in pairs instead of groups of 3-4 students. If I have students who have difficulty with presenting, they can just list the themes that they helped find during the presentation while some of the other more comfortable students provide further explanation.
Learning styles: TSW tap into their prior knowledge of theme and its development during the anticipatory set. Visual and musically-gifted learners will appreciate the themes in music activity. Intrapersonal learners will like working alone in the anticipatory set, whereas interpersonal learners will like the interest group activity. Visual, auditory, and kinesthetic learners will excel in “The Giving Tree” activity. Furthermore, students who are more creative will enjoy having interest group choices for the independent practice while students who prefer writing will enjoy the writing interest group and so forth. 

	Classroom Management Issues (optional)
Some students may choose their “interests” based on where their friends go for their group. However, I will have students give me their first, second, and third choice briefly on a piece of paper the day prior and group them accordingly within one of these interest groups.
There may be students who sit around while allowing their peers to do all of the work in the interest groups. On the contrary, I would like to make students aware that I will be having them do a peer- and self-evaluation the next day at the beginning of class. My hope is that this will motivate them to participate. Not only this, but it would be a good idea to assign students different roles. A couple members of the group can work on the product while the other two have to present the product if they are not the ones drawing, writing, etc.

	Lesson Critique. To be completed following the lesson. Did your students meet the objective(s)? What part of the lesson would you change? Why?



*Denotes Madeline Hunter lesson plan elements.
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